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Main changes
V3.0 versus Va.l

REFERENCE DOCUMENTS UPDATED AND CLARIFIED

- The majority of changes promote a better understanding of the requirements,
with no impacts on certifications requirements or audit processes:

- Correction of minor typing mistakes,
- Homogenised terminology for consistency,

- Reorganised sections for a streamlined read and easy identification of relevant criteria
for each type of company,

- Improved and clarified wording of certain requirements or processes for a clear comprehension.

An adaptation of certain criteria and processes to technical constraints linked to audits
and/or to the operational reality and use cases of certified companies:

- Amendments to sampling of composition tests and composition test results
European Flax™ Standard v3.1: C.3.2.; C.7.2. d.
European Flax™ Certification Process v3.1: Article § & 6)

- Revised requirements on audits for trading activities without any in-house processing
European Flax™ Standard v3.1: Annex A: Trading
Certification Process v3.1: Article 5.A. a. ; Article 8

- New processes and clarified requirements for the management of subcontractors,
of the List of Subcontractors and internal audits
European Flax™ Standard v3.1: C.7.
European Flax™ Certification Process v3.1: Article 7

- Anintermediate update inherent to the life of a certification, ensuring European Flax™ operates
smoothly and remains relevant to the expectations of certified companies, brands and consumers.

UPDATED ANNEXES AND NEW TOOLS:

- How to become European Flax™ certified? : updated to reflect changes in the Standard
and Certification Process.

- ChecKlist for internal audits of subcontractors: new support tool for companies using subcontractors
within their certification scope. A guideline to conduct annual internal audits of subcontractors.

- Change logs for all certification documents: to assist in identifying changes between
version V3.1 and version V3.0 and their level of impact for companies.

COMING SOON:
- Video on v3.1updates

- Subcontractor tutorial updated for v3.1 both subtitled in French, Portuguese, Chinese, Italian, Spanish



Implementation timeframe for audits

fromv3.0to v3.l

ALLAUDITSinV 3.0

Octobre 22" 2024
—Decembre 312024

My next audit takes place
BEFORE January Ist 2025:

| AM APPLYING FOR CERTIFICATION:
. Initial audit

| AM A CERTIFIED COMPANY:
. Surveillance audits 1 or 2
- Renewal audit

- Audits carried out according
to the Standard EF™
& Certification Process V3.0

ALLAUDITS in V3.1

January 1 2025

My next audit takes place
on January Ist 2025, or AFTER:

| AM APPLYING FOR CERTIFICATION:
. Initial audit

| AM A CERTIFIED COMPANY:
. Surveillance audits 1 or 2
- Renewall audit

- Audits carried out according .
to the Standard EF™
& Certification Process V3.1

My next audit one year later:

> - Audits carried out according
to the Standard EF™
& Certification Process V3.1

My following audits:

- Audlits carried out
according to the Standard EF™
& Certification Process V3.1
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